FROM THE PASTOR ...

It has been several years since Gary and I had the
privilege of visiting the island of Jamaica. During our time there
we had the opportunity to travel into the interior of the island
to see and experience some of what life is like for most of those
who live in this tropical paradise. Aside from the two main cities
of Kingston, which is the capital, and Montego Bay, and a few
other resort areas, the island is very poor, with the average
monthly income being approximately equal to $25.00 in
American currency. In fact, there were times that we actually
felt guilty for all that we as Americans have come to take for
granted, like comfortable homes and ample food on our tables.

Yet, there was something of which I was a bit envious,
and that was the sense of acceptance and unity shared among
those who call the island home. Jamaicans have an extremely
diverse heritage. The original inhabitants, the Arawak Indians,
do not exist today. Sadly, their tribe is extinct, destroyed by
European conquerors and disease. The ancestors of today’s
Jamaicans came from Spain and Africa, from Portugal, China,
India, and the British Isles, each bringing with them their own
culture and traditions which have become mingled together to
give Jamaica the rich and diverse lifestyle and culture that Gary
and I experienced. Some examples would be the Spanish
names of towns like Ocho Rios and Rio Grande, the rich culture
and vitality of those who came from Africa, the spices of
Portugal, the British tradition of afternoon tea, and the national
food of ackee from Ghana.

The language of the island is another way that the
diversity and unity are expressed and experienced. The official
language of the island is English, reflective of the many years
of British rule. But there is also a native language, “patois” that
combines several of the languages of their ancestors. We were
privileged to hear this spoken on several occasions, but never
could understand what was being said.

It was in hearing “patois” spoken and reflecting upon the
Jamaican national motto, “"Out of many, one people”, that I
thought of another time when many languages were spoken at
one time....

Continued on next page ...



FROM THE PASTOR (Continued):

As we read in the second chapter of the Book of Acts, "when
the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one
place. And suddenly from heaven came a sound like the rush of
a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were
sitting ... All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began
to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.”
On this day Parthians, Medes, Elamites, Mesopotamians,
Judeans, Cappadocians, as well as people from Pontus, Asia,
Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt, Libya, and Rome, along with
Cretans and Arabs gathered together and God poured out the
Holy Spirit upon them and the Christian Church was born. Out
of many came the one holy catholic church, the Body of Christ.

On May 23™ we will celebrate the birthday of the Church
as we celebrate the Festival Day of Pentecost. We will also
welcome into adult membership of our congregation through
the Rite of Affirmation of Baptism, or Confirmation as it is more
commonly known, those young people who have successfully
completed their years of catechetical instruction. As your
Pastor, it is my hope and prayer that we, like those who
gathered on the Day of Pentecost and like those who live on the
island called Jamaica, may enjoy the rich diversity that is
among us and celebrate the unity that is ours as members of
our Lord’s Body.

In Christ’s love and service,
Pastor Betty
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Ascension Day Worship Service
~May 13 ~

The Lehigh Mission District Annual Ascension Day Worship
Service is planned for Thursday, May 13 at 7:30 p.m. at The
Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Redeemer (822 N. 19
Street, Allentown).

The preacher for the event will be Bishop Sam Zeiser, a mass
choir from LMD congregations is invited to participate; a
reception will follow the service.



—Congregationa[ Council High[ights -

Highlights from the March 11, 2010 Council Meeting:

> Treasurer reported a total of all our assets as of February 28,
2010 of $314,145.12.

» Financial Secretary reported Income for the month of
February of $19,627.07.

> The Finance Committee noted that our church van is now
up for sale with the help of Singh Auto with a list price of
$2,995. Checkbooks have been turned into the Treasurer from
all committees. Each committee is being asked to keep track of
their own account balances. The council approved allowing the
youth to hold $200 in a petty cash account, to be replenished
by the Treasurer when their balance drops below $100.

> Pastor’s Report - council approved the request for transfer
for Cheryl (Laky) Weaver to St. John’s UCC in Whitehall. The
Pastor’'s Shore Retreat with the youth will not happen this year
do to the availability of “The Luther Inn” and Pastor
Gary/Betty’s schedules. The pastor also expressed her concern
as to the lack of class participation by the Confirmation Class
students.

»>Christian Education - council approved the
recommendation by the St. Peter’'s Pre-School to increase
tuition amounts for the 2010-11 school year. The two-day
program (3’s) will be increased from $72/month to $80/month.
The three-day program (4's) from $89/month to $100/month.
And, the Drop-In Center fee will be raised from $10/day to
$12/day.

> Youth Ministry - the third floor classroom is being painted
by the Allen Family and Mike Pfeffer. The youth raised $300+
during the famine sleep-over.

> E-mail Messaging - it was suggested that we gather as
many email address as possible of our members and send
emails regarding upcoming events. Addresses would only be
requested from adult members over the age of 18.

» Member Business Directory - it was also suggested that
we solicit members who have their own businesses and publish
a '‘Business Directory’ for our congregational use.

» Kiwanis Breakfast - the East Allentown chapter of the
Kiwanis Club has requested use of our building for an ‘All-You-
Can-Eat’ Breakfast on May 8 from 7:30-11:00 a.m. Council
approved the request.

> Allentown Census Board requested use of space to hold
training sessions. Request was approved.

See ‘Highlights’ from April 8 meeting on next page ...



High[ights ﬁfom the Apri[ 8, 2010 Council Meeting:

> Dakota Sarbaugh was appointed to fill a two-year vacant
term on Congregation Council.

» Treasurer reported account balances as of March 31, 2010
of $298,789.62.

» Financial Secretary reported income as of March 28, 2010
of $22,525.69 ($1,400.40 of this was from automated giving).
> Property Committee - our insurance carrier has been
contacted to see if any of our recent boiler repair expenses will
be covered under our policy. The water loss from our boiler has
tapered off. ASL Mechanical will be here within the next several
weeks to complete needed repairs.

> Social Ministry requested approval to hold their Fall Bazaar
on Saturday, October 23 with set-up October 21-22.

> Worship & Music Committee - the bells need to be
refurbished - the committee will speak to the Treasurer in
regards to funding the cost. Concern was also raised as to
whose responsibility it is to lock up after special worship
services.

> Youth Ministry Committee invited council members and
their families to ‘Volleyball Night’ on Sunday, May 7.

> Lutheran Congregational Services, Inc. announced a new
ministry being shared with Diakon, called ‘Catherine’s Closet’.
In order to make this ministry a success in our area, they have
secured warehouse space to hold items to be shared with other
non-profits, as needed.

> Church Van - an offer was made of $2,500. After some
discussion it was felt that we should make a counter offer of
$2,750.

> Long Range Planning - council and committee heads will
be invited to attend a workshop, to be led up by LCS, Inc. in
the fall, to discuss the future of St. Peter’s Lutheran Church.
Details will be announced at a later date.
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REMINDER!
Summer Worship - 9:15 a.m.

Begins ~ Sundag, June 6 through
Sunc!ag, Scptcmbcr 5,2010




Sunday Church School News

Cradle Roll is Back!

If you have or know any member who has a child
between the ages of 0-3 years old, they should have
received a packet from our Cradle Roll coordinator, Ruth
Stump. This is literature and a great CD with music
appropriate for your child’s age level. If you have or know
a child in this age bracket and have not received the first
mailing, please contact the church office as soon as
possible. We don’t want to miss anyone with this great
program!

Last Week of Sunday Church School ...

The last week of Sunday Church School for this year will
be Sunday, May 23 (the week before Memorial Day).
Students are to report to their classrooms at 9:15 a.m.
and will then proceed as a class to the program which will
begin at 9:30 a.m. Friends, parents, and families are
encouraged to join us for our Closing Program in the Old
Fellowship Hall as we reminisce on the year at Sunday
Church School and look forward to the events of the
upcoming Summer. Hope to see you all there!

Thanks ...

Thanks for a great Sunday Church School year!
Have a great Summer and hope to see you at
Vacation Bible School July 12-16!

Your Christian Education Committee.



¥ SOCIAL MINISTRY IN ACTION o

¥ Social Ministry is a year round activity and there are a
few things to bring to your attention:

¥ ‘PETER’S PRODUCE’ ...

Watch for ‘Peter’'s Produce’ again this summer
Members are asked to bring in any ‘extras’ from their gardens
to share with other members. The table will be set up in the
east narthex for members to take items (donation for items is
greatly appreciated). All monetary donations are forwarded to
the Allentown Ecumenical Food Bank, as well as any items left
over after the church service that morning.

¥ THANK YOU ...

... Thank you to everyone who provided food to fill baskets for
three families over Easter. This ‘WELCA' project was again very
well received.

... Thank you to everyone who helped make the luncheon
following the noon, Holy Wednesday Communion Service on
March 31. Attending this service and the fellowship time
following the service can greatly add to your spiritual life.

¥ COOKIES for the Blood Bank ...

... Our Miller/Keystone Blood Bank Cookie Program is still
going strong. Cookies should be placed in the kitchen on the
Sunday before the first Monday of each month. (May 2 and
June 6). Thank you.

¥ IDEAS, SUGGESTIONS OR COMMENTS...

The committee welcomes ideas, suggestions, and
comments in regards to any of the Social Ministry sponsored
programs and/or appeals. Contact either Sandy or Bill Mason,
Sandra Wolf, or Kathy Miller, who all serve under the guidance
of Pastor Betty.

Bill and Sandy Mason
Co-Chairpersons
Social Ministry Committee




WHY THE CHURCH ?

Someone wrote a letter to the editor of a newspaper and
complained that it made no sense to go to church every
Sunday.

“I've gone for 30 years now,” he wrote, “and I have heard
something like 3000 sermons. But for the life of me, I can't
remember a single one of them. So I think I'm wasting my time
and the pastors are wasting theirs by giving sermons at all.”

This started a real controversy in the “Letters to the Editor”
column, much to the delight of the editor. It went on for weeks
until someone wrote this clincher:

“I've been married for 30 years now. In that time my wife has
cooked some 32,000 meals. But, for the life of me, I cannot
recall the entire menu for a single one of those meals. But I do
know this ... they all nourished me and gave me the strength I
needed to do my work. If my wife had not given me these
meals, I would be physically dead today. Likewise, If I had not
gone to church for nourishment, I would be spiritually dead
today!”

The church is Jesus’ family and exists to serve with him
in peoples’ lives.

THE CHURCH:
Invites “Come and see.” (John 1:39)

Gathers “Worship in spirit and truth.” (John 4:24)
Explains “Learn from me.” (Matthew 11:29)

Cares "“The son of Man came to serve.” (Matthew
20:28)
Shares “Share what you have.” (Luke 3:11)

Are you spiritually nourished?




St. Peter’s Stewardship Committee

urcoMING Y O UT H EVENTS

Yard Sale/Boy Scout Car Wash ........ May 22

Annual Yard Sale will be held Saturday, May 22
from 8 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Spaces are only $10 (10'x10’
area). In case of rain, the sale will be held in the gym.
Call to reserve your space. The youth will also be selling
refreshments and baked goods. The Boy Scouts from St.
Peter’s will also hold a car wash.

Iron Pigs ‘Faith’ Night ... June 10

Thirty tickets for the Iron Pigs “Faith” Night Game have
been reserved for Thursday, June 10 - Toledo Mud
Hens vs Lehigh Valley Iron Pigs — Game time is 7:05
p.m. Section 101. Sign up in the east narthex. Note:
St. Peter's Evangelism Committee will be subsidizing
tickets for any youth of St. Peter’s interested in attending
the game. Please speak to Jen Matos about reserving
tickets for this game.

Boy Scout Car Wash .........cccceve... June 12

St. Peter’s Boy Scouts will hold a Car Wash at the Auto
Zone located on Airport Road on June 12 from 8 a.m. to
2 p.m.

Watch the Sunday bulletin for more information about ...




. Youth Swim Party - July 25

.. Bike/Hike for Hunger Sunday, August 15

St. Peter's PRE-SCHOOL NEWS

March brought another three-year old student to the Tuesday-
Thursday class and Drop-In Center. He comes five days a week.
An only child, he speaks Chinese (Mandarin), and is happily
adjusting after some crying at the beginning. I'm impressed by
his positive attitude and understanding of what is going on. He
tries very hard to do whatever we do and particularly enjoys
our art projects, gym, and play yard. Our snacks are foreign to
him, also.

Speaking of snacks, we had toast with butter and/or jelly for
the letter *Tt’. One child said he'd never had that before and it
was really good! Our veggies and dip for ‘Vv’ went over quite
well. Some had never had broccoli and dip before. Today we
had very small slices of cherry and pumpkin pie I bought from
St. Peter’s Pie Sale. We saw them making the pies and enjoyed
the wonderful smell, but the snack did not go over well!

We had three visits from puppies! The children get very excited
and love to pet them. When one child brings in his puppy, the
others also want to.

Between losing time from snow days and Easter coming early in
April, we didn’t have time to celebrate Mari Gras. March brings
Dr. Seuss’s birthday (March 2), which we celebrated with green
eggs and ham. St. Patrick’'s Day, Wacky Wednesday (a Dr.
Seuss book, as well). Topsy-turvey Thursday, umbrella
parades, and this year, Easter activities. In Holy Week, Pastor
Betty visited with both classes, read to them about Easter, and
brought palm branches to take home. Make-up snow days were
on Holy Thursday and Good Friday. The Easter Bunny visited
classes. Most children were quite excited, but a few kept their
distance and would not be in a picture with him.



Easter Egg Hunts were in the play yard in groups of four for
easier hunting and so that we could more fairly include the little
ones from the Drop-In Center with the older children. Eddie and
Mason Forstoffer were our set-up assistants. The eggs had
stickers inside and each child received a book from our book
club, along with a little donated candy.

Are you interested or do you know anyone who might be able
to help with Stay and Play from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. on the
first Monday and Tuesday of each month? For an extra $5, the
children bring a lunch and play in the gym, outside, or in the
playroom.

Continued on the next page ....

St. Peter's Pre-School News (Continued):

You would be finished by 1:10 p.m. We hold it every Monday
and Tuesday in December before Christmas to help our busy
parents and it's very popular. With more help, we could have it
more often. Ms Cathy, Ms. Sarah and I cannot always stay. If
you'd like more information, contact me. State clearances
would be necessary and you will be paid for your time.

The school year will be almost over by the time you read this. If
you know of any family who might be interested in an
affordable, academic, pre-school, in a supportive Christian
setting, please tell them to call the church or me for more
information. One family responded to our two evening Spring
Open Houses, so we have our first registration for next fall.
Curriculum includes pre-reading skills, numbers, social skills
and manners; social studies, science, music, art, growth and
fine motor skills, etc. As Kindergarten becomes more academic,
so do pre-schools. We've gotten two more scooters for our gym
play with Campbell’s label points. Keep those labels coming in.
Thanks, also to Maryanne Fullman for her excellent Dental
Health presentation to both classes, complete with gift bags for
each child to take home and use. (We hope!)

Have a great Spring,
Peggy Fuller, Director (610-432-3409)

WANTED ... 2010 GRADUATES:
Sunday, June 13 is Graduate Recognition Sunday.




ALL high school, trade school, and college graduates will be
recognized at the 9:15 a.m. worship service. PLEASE call the
church office at 610-432-8762 (voice mail activated) or email
the office at office@stpetersallentown.com with your
graduation information. Please respond by Sunday, June 13.

Remember in Your Pravers ...

Members recently hospitalized:
George Ruhmel, John Kramer, Gary

Bassett, Carl Fritchman, Robert Stump,
Richard Wagner, George Williams, Rose Marie
Bley, Charles James, Jr. Ruth Faust and JoAnn Moreland.

WHAT TO DO WHEN YOU ARE HOSPITALIZED ...

(1) When being admitted give our Church Code #324.

(2) Give your permission for the hospital to release your
admittance information to the church when we call.

(3) ALWAYS HAVE SOMEONE CALL the church office
610-432-8762 when being admitted to the hospital if you
desire a visit from the pastor.

INFORM THE PASTOR ...

If you want to speak to the pastor about an upcoming surgery
or a sensitive personal situation, please take a moment to jot
the information down on a Pastor Information Card and place it
in the offering plate or call the pastor on Monday morning,
rather then informing her as you leave church on a Sunday
morning.

Pennsy Lfaanish Duteh

19t Annual Fersommling

St. Peter’s Ev. Lutheran Church
1933 Hanover Avenue, Allentown, PA

SATURDAY, MAY 1, 2010 - 1:00 p.m.

... MENU ...

Fruit Cup, Lettuce with Bacon Dressing, Cottage Cheese
and Apple butter, Pickled Beets, Smoked Sausage with
Horseradish, Chicken, Homemade Filling, Dried Corn,
and Apricot Crumb Pie with Ice Cream.

Cost $18.00

Speaker: Richard Miller
For Reservations. call Shirlev Conner - 610-




Homebound Birthday’s

Please remember the following members on their birthdays:

JUNE:

June 10 - Althea Seidel
1836 W. North Street
Bethlehem PA 18018

June 23 - George Ruhmel
Cedarbrook/Ftn. Hill Annex
Room 234D
724 Delaware Avenue
Bethlehem, PA 18015
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Thar\k You

... Helen Sverha extended her thanks to Pastor Betty for her
visit while hospitalized and to the congregation for their cards,
and prayers. Helen is now at home recuperating.

Gerhart (Gary) Bassett extended his thanks to the
congregation for their continued prayers, cards, the altar
flowers, and to Pastor Betty for her visits while recently
hospitalized several times over the past few months.

... Allentown Ecumenical Food Bank extended their thanks
to the congregation for the donation of four bags and four
boxes of food and $5.00 donation.

. Evangelical Lutheran Church in America thanked St.
Peter’s for the gift of $490 designated for relief and recovery
work in Haiti following the devastating earthquake.

... To everyone who brings in their Redner’s receipts - we
recently received a check in the amount of $394.38.

. Also, to Karen Allen for serving as our ‘Save-A-Tape’
coordinator.
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‘Parish Visitor’

DEADLINE

July—August Tssue

JUNE 15
BLOOD BANK REPORT
As of February 28, 2010 - Number of Donors.......... 95
Annual Quota................. 18 .... Donations to date ...... 9

Special thanks to our Donors ...

February: Karen Allen and Michael Pfeffer.

9 - BE A DONOR...CALL 610-691-5850
TO DONATE THE GIFT OF LIFE!

‘GOODIES’ NEEDED For Blood Donors

St. Peter’s Social Ministry Committee provides
refreshments (cookies) for blood donors the first
Monday of each month. Donated cookies should be
dropped off in the kitchen the Sunday before the
first Monday of the month.

All donations of cookies are greatly appreciated.
Drop off dates: May 2 and June 6 — Thank You!

Worship Sponsors Needed ...

ALTAR FLOWERS ($20/Vase):
May 16, 23 (Pentecost), and 30.

WORSHIP BULLETINS ($10):




May 23 (Pentecost), and 30.
June 6, 13, and 27.

SANCTUARY LAMP:
Open the month of August
(Cost is $35 per month)

Call the church office to reserve any of the above dates.
610-432-8762.

CONTACT INFORMATION
REGARDING CALL PHONE NO.

Baptisms, Funerals, Weddings, Change of Address, Van
Requests, Worship Memorial Sponsors, Hospital Admissions,
Room Reservations for meetings, Social Events, Gym
reservations .......

Call the Church Office ...............coceviiii, .610-432-8762
Sunday School ............ Karen Allen ............... 610-439-1625
Deb Sarbaugh .......... 484-218-3225

Financial Statement
Questions ................ Diane Arnold ............. 610-434-0530
Altar Guild ..o Ruth Stump ........... 610-432-5851
Choirs ...cccceeeveeveeciee, Janet Heckman ........ 610-797-7853
Worship & Music ....... Janice Schuler .......... 610-433-5388
Prayer Chain .............. Janice Schuler ......... 610-433-5388
Acolytes .....ccccoeeiiinns Karen Allen ............. 610-439-1625
Lectors ....ccocvvvevieeeeiines Connie Konnick ........ 610-395-8050
Ushers ......ccccevvvvenennen, Frank Schuler .......... 610-433-5388

Parish Nurse ................ Sandra Wolf ............. 610-434-5023



Banquets/Luncheons.. Sally Davis ................. 610-837-2413

Coffee Hour ................. Karen Allen ............... 610-439-1625
Social Events............... Church Office ............ 610-432-8762
Church Hour Nursery.. Jen Matos ................... 610-266-1375
Pre- School ................. Peggy Fuller .............. 610-432-3409
Youth Events .............. Jose’/Jen Matos ...... 610-266-1375
Boy Scouts .................. Bob Koch ................... 610-866-1334
Brownies .........cccevvveeen Allison Ghorm ............ 610-432-7539
Cub Scouts ........cccueeees Michelle Rockwell..... 610-433-6918
Girl Scouts ........ccuuee Karen Ebelhauser ... 610-776-1145
PA Friends Group ...... Sandra Mason .......... . 610-437-6925
Senior Citizens ........... E. Richenderfer.......... 610-435-7906
Tai Chi Classes ........... Connie Konnick ........ 610-395-8050

LUTHERAN PLANNED GIVING OF CENTRAL/NE PA
GIVE AND YOU SHALL RECEIVE

Yes, that’'s the way it works. And with an ELCA Foundation
gift annuity, you not only receive the satisfaction of helping to
further the mission of your congregation or one of the over
1,200 ministries of the ELCA, but you also receive annuity
payments for the rest of your life.

Why does the ELCA Foundation offer charitable gift
annuities? Many of our friends want to give more to their
congregation or one of the many church ministries but live on
fixed incomes and can’t afford to donate income-producing
assets. With our gift annuity program, they can make a
significant gift and still retain lifetime payments. In some cases,
they can even increase their annual cash flow.

Besides supporting ministry with a charitable gift annuity,
the benefits of fixed payments, income tax deduction for
itemizers, partial bypass of capital gains tax, and possible
reduction of estate taxes make an ELCA Foundation charitable
gift annuity a prudent option for many of our older friends. In
fact, we find that some of our donors obtain additional annuities
as they get older because of the higher gift annuity rates.



Another great thing ELCA Foundation gift annuities is that
they can be divided amount 10 ELCA ministries, including your
congregation.

For more information about using Charitable Gift Annuities
for charitable giving or other ways to make gifts to your
congregation and other ELCA ministries, please call Pastor Greg
Kramer at the Lutheran Planned Giving Office 570-374-2044.

Ay worsHiP T

Sunday, May 2 — Easter V
8:00 a.m.- Service of the Word
9:15 a.m. - Sunday Church School
10:45 a.m. - Service of Holy Communion

Sunday, May 9 — Easter VI
8:00 a.m. - Service of Holy Communion
9:15 a.m. - Sunday Church School
10:45 a.m. - Youth Service - Children’s Time
~ Mother’s Day ~

Sunday, May 16 — Easter VII
8:00 a.m. - Service of the Word
9:15 a.m. Sunday Church School
10:45 a.m. - Service of Holy Communion

Sunday, May 23 - Pentecost
8:00 a.m. - Service of Holy Communion
9:15 a.m. — Sunday Church School (Closing
Program)
10:45 a.m. - Service of Holy Communion
~ Affirmation of Baptism ~

Sunday, May 30 — Holy Trinity
8:00 a.m. - Service of the Word
10:45 a.m. - Service of Holly Communion

-I:IUNE WORSHIP T
ONE SERVICE AT 9:15 A.M.




Sunday, June 6 — Church Music Sunday
9:15 a.m. - Service of the Word

Sunday, June 13 — Graduate Recognition
9:15 a.m. - Service Holy Communion

Sunday, June 20 - Pentecost IV
9:15 a.m. - Service of the Word

~ Father’s Day ~

Sunday, June 27 — Pentecost V
9:15 a.m. - Service of Holy Communion




